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returned to the home, 
Segrest began yelling and 
screaming at her, asking 
why she didn't come home 
that night, according to a 
MCSO report.

Segrest began to call her 
names and told her she was 
useless, the woman told 
officers.

He then picked up a 
laundry basket full of 
clothing and threw it at her, 
knocking her to the floor. 
Segrest then got on top 
of the woman and put his 
hands around her throat. 
She told officers he did not 
impede her breathing.

Segrest continued yell-
ing at her. The woman 
kicked him in the stom-
ach area to try to get him 
off her, but it didn't work. 
Segrest then hit her in the 
right eye with a closed fist.

A witness recounted the 
same story to officers.

Officers attempted to 
talk to Segrest by knock-
ing on his front door, which 
he opened in an aggres-
sive manner, according to 
the police report. When 
deputies asked him to 
come outside he started to 
slowly close the door. An 
officer told Segrest to put 
his hands behind his back 
and reached for his arm. 
Segrest pulled his arm back 
from the officer's grip.

Two officers then placed 
Segrest in handcuffs and 
he was transported to the 
Marion County Jail.

Segrest had previously 
been released from jail 
June 12 on conditional 
release for another battery 
domestic violence charge 
he faces, according to court 
records.

Under the conditional 
release, Segrest was to not 
threaten, assault, harass, 
abuse or have contact 
with the victim — the same 
woman as in this inci-
dent — in that case.

Segrest is being held at 
the jail with no bond.
Katie Pohlman

 
3 teens in stolen vehicle die 
in violent fi ery crash 

ST. PETERSBURG — 
Authorities said three 
teenagers — one 14-year-
old and two 16-year-olds 
— stole a sport utility 
vehicle, sped away from 
officers and died in a fiery, 
violent crash early Sunday 
morning. 

The 4:30 a.m. crash 
happened in Pinellas 
County. 

Sheriff Bob Gualtieri 
said in a news conference 
Sunday morning that a 
fourth teen in the SUV, 
who is 14, survived and is 
hospitalized. He said all 
the teens all had criminal 
histories — including one 
who had gotten out of jail 
on July 31. 

Among the deceased: 
1 6 - y e a r - o l d s  K e o n -
tae Brown and Dejarae 
Thomas, and 14-year-old 
Jimmie Goshey. 

Gualtieri said a Ford 
Explorer and a Chrysler 
Sebring were stolen from 
a Clearwater car deal-
ership Thursday. Both 
vehicles were spotted by 
deputies in early Sunday 
morning. Deputies tried 
to apprehend the drivers of 
the cars, but didn't initiate 
pursuits of them. The sher-
iff's office's pursuit policy 
generally does not allow 
deputies to chase stolen 
cars.
 The Associated Press
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percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms.

Thursday, which is 
expected to have a 30 
percent chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms, 
is forecast to be mostly 
sunny with a high near 
91. The chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms is 
expected to remain the 
same going into Thurs-
d a y  e v e n i n g ,  w h i c h 

should be partly cloudy 
with a low around 74. 
Mostly sunny skies and a 
high near 91 are forecast 
for Friday, along with 
a 30 percent chance of 
showers and thunder-
storms. The chance of 
showers and thunder-
storms is expected to 
remain the same going 
into Friday evening, 
which is forecast to be 
mostly cloudy with a low 
around 74.

A 50 percent chance 

of showers and thun-
derstorms is forecast
for Saturday, which is
expected to be partly
sunny with a high near 91.

   The National Weather
Service issues the offi-
cial forecast for Marion
County and surrounding
areas. The Star-Ban-
ner uses AccuWeather
forecasts on its weather
page, which are some-
times different than
official weather service
predictions.
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OBITUARIES

The current U.S. inline 
speed skating team coach 
admits she never got the 
hang of inline skates.

“I can’t even skate 
inline. I skate on quads. I 
don’t know how to explain 
how I can tell people 
how to skate on inline, 
but I can,” Hildebrand 
said.

Hildebrand started 
skating as a teen in South 
Carolina, when inline 
skates didn’t even exist.

“I hung out at the skat-
ing rink when I was a kid. 
I was 16 when I started 
skating competitively,” 
she said.

She wasn’t the fastest, 
but she fell in love with the 
sport and stayed active as 
a coach.

 A physical therapist 
during the day, Hil-
debrand’s passion for 
inline speed skating is 
complete.

“Ocala is kind of a mecca 
for inline and has been one 
for a long time,” she said, 
begrudgingly accepting 
her contribution to the 
area’s standing.

Last week, Erin Jack-
son, 24, Dustin Hebson, 
20, and Katie Huffman, 
17, put in strong practices 
ahead of the World Roller 
Games in Nanjing, China, 
in September.

The trio is part of Team 
U.S.A.

“I am just really excited. 
I’m looking forward to 
the experience of skating 
with so many great skat-
ers from all around the 
world,” Huffman said.

Hebson will be com-
peting in his fifth world 
championship.

“The competition is 
just crazy. Everyone is so 
fast,” he said.

They both say they love 
inline skating, but if they 
want to make their Olym-
pic dreams come true, 
they will have to switch 
to ice skating.

Inline speed skating is 
not a Summer Olympic 
sport.

“I always hope that 
our sport will be in the 
Olympics one day. I’d 
stay in inline. I think 

inline is so much more 
interesting than ice,” 
Huffman said.

Hildebrand has made 
peace with the sport not 
being included in the 
Olympics and is proud of 
the role they play in ice 
speed skating.

“We’re definitely a 
feeder for the ice speed 
skating program. Four-
teen former inliners were 
in the last Winter Olym-
pics,” she said.

With Brady’s recent 
success, he is already 
thinking about the even-
tual transition to ice. 
He tried ice skating for 
the first time while in 
Colorado.

“I felt like I had never 
skated before,” he said. 
“I hope (to go to the 
Olympics) if I can learn 
how to skate on ice.”

SKATERS
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Renee Hildebrand, coach of Team USA Inline Speed 
Skating, second from left, talks with Brady Ankney, 8, 
right, and her granddaughter, Lili Webb, 6, left, during 
the Ocala Speed team practice at Skate-A-Way South in 
Ocala on Wednesday. 

six apartments in the 900 
block of Northeast 2nd 
Street. The man’s apart-
ment was on the lower 
floor in the back.

When units arrived on 
scene, firefighters saw 
light smoke coming from 
the exterior. Battalion 
Chief Clint Welborn said 
firefighters entered the 
apartment, extinguished 
the fire by 3:20 p.m. and 
found a man lying on the 
floor.

T h e  m a n  w a s 
unconscious and was 
transported to the hos-
pital, where he was 
pronounced dead. The 
man’s identity has not 

yet been released pending 
notification of next of kin.

No one else was injured 
in the fire. The fire was 
contained to the one 
apartment, Welborn said.

Neighbors said the man, 
probably in his 60s, lived 
in the apartment alone 
since his wife died a month 
ago. 

He was a “decent guy,” 
said neighbor Leona Col-
lins. But after his wife 
died, “he didn’t seem like 
himself.”

The Red Cross will put 
Collins and the other 
nearly 10 residents up in 
a motel tonight as the fire 
investigation continues. 
Fire Rescue is concerned 
there might be some 
damage to the electrical 
system in the house. Ocala 
Electric Utility was at the 

house around 5:15 p.m. 
disconnecting the power.

Collins, who lives in 
an upstairs unit, said she 
was preparing dinner 
and didn’t smell or hear 
anything until someone 
knocked on her door and 
told her she needed to 
evacuate. Other neigh-
bors said they only saw the 
smoke once they exited 
the building.

The outside of the house 
did not seem damaged by 
the fire.

At 5:30 p.m., Ocala 
Police detectives and 
forensic technicians were 
waiting for an accelerant 
dog to arrive on scene.

Contact Katie Pohlman at 
867-4065, katie.pohl-
man@starbanner.com 
or @katie_pohlman.
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Hiring event set 
for Aug. 16

Mestizo Foods LLC 
plans to fill 70 to 80 
positions as it prepares 
to open a new snack food 
company in the former 
Golden Flake plant in 
Ocala. The jobs range 
from  production line 
and facilities to skilled 
machine operators and 
accounting.

CareerSource Citrus 
Levy Marion will facili-
tate the hiring event from 
9 a.m. to noon Aug. 16 
at the Webber Center on 
the campus of the Col-
lege of Central Florida, 
3001 SW College Road, 
Ocala. The event will 
include information 
about the company from 
Mestizo’s managers, 
candidate pre-screen-
ing and ability for those 
interested to apply for 
positions.

There is no charge to 
attend and no appoint-
ment is necessary, but 
attendees are urged to 
save time by complet-
ing a full registration in 
advance through Employ 
Florida at www.employ-
florida.com. Interested 
candidates will be able 
to view job descrip-
tions and apply online at 
Employ Florida prior to 
the hiring event.

For more information, 
call 800-746-9950 or 
visit www.careersource-
clm.com.

SECO supports MCPS 

SECO Energy recently 
provided a donation 
of $3,000 to Marion 
County Public Schools 

to enrich back-to-school 
activities.

The funds are intended 
to support events such as 
back-to-school teacher 
luncheons, new teacher 
welcomes and training 
sessions. The funds also 
can be used to support 
back-to-school events 
for students and par-
ents, such as after school 
backpack programs and 
school supplies needs.

“SECO serves over 
56,000 members in 
Marion County, and we 
know the school district 
will make good use of 
these funds for back-
to-school programs. 
As a  not-for-profit 
electric cooperative 
headquartered in cen-
tral Florida for almost 
80 years, SECO believes 
that supporting edu-
cation creates strong 
community partner-
ships. SECO’s school 
support initiative is a 
positive step for edu-
cation in our area,” 
said CEO Jim Duncan in 
a news release.

For more than two 
d e c a d e s ,  S E C O  h a s 
awarded scholarships 
t o  g r a d u a t i n g  h i g h 
s c h o o l  s e n i o r s  w h o 
live in a home served 
by SECO.  Energy Ser-
vices Specialists from 
SECO Energy often visit 
students to talk about 
electrical safety, solar 
power and saving energy. 

New Del Webb fl oor plan

D e l  W e b b  S t o n e 
Creek, at 6320 SW 89th 
Court  Road,  Ocala, 
has announced a new 
floor plan that offers 

"customizable options 
and ample storage space."

Sean Strickler, presi-
dent of Del Webb’s West 
Florida Division, said the 
new Crestview home 
design offers 12 eleva-
tions and a loft option 
with a living area, bed-
room and full bath that 
adds 741 square feet.

“ A s  p a r t  o f  o u r 
consumer-inspired 
feedback, we’re excited 
to introduce the Crest-
view, an innovative 
home design featuring 
an optional multi-gen-
erational suite,” Strickler 
stated in a news release.

For more information, 
visit www.delwebb.com/
Stonecreek. Del Webb 
Stone Creek is located .

Project underway

Sotomayor Media Cre-
ations LLC, publisher 
of Elevate and Span-
ish language edition, 
Elevar, has launched a 
new crowdfunding cam-
paign on Indiegogo. The 
campaign, called Project 
Elevate: Genesis, will 
raise funds for the two 
faith-based, spiritual 
publications, which will 
serve Marion, Alachua, 
Lake, Sumter, Citrus and 
Levy counties.

The 30-day campaign, 
which runs through the 
end of August, aims to 
raise $30,000 needed to 
cover printing, distri-
bution and payment to 
content providers. To 
contribute to the Project 
Elevate: Genesis cam-
paign, visit https://www.
indiegogo.com/projects/
project-elevate-genesis-
magazine/x/17081981#/
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LAVIN, LEONARD hi
Ocala - Leonard Lavin, a member of the Greatest Generation 
who participated in numerous Pacific landings during World War 
II. an entrepreneur who grew a single product Into an Interna
tional consumer goods powerhouse, a pioneer who changed the 
face of television, anti a loving, caring family man passed away 
this week. He was 97.

In 1955* Lavin borrowed the money to buy a small profes
sional beauty supply company on the West Coast because he 
saw the potential in one hair care product they were selling to 
movie studios to protect hair against harsh set lighting - Alberto 
V05 Hairdressing. its first year, company sales were $±00,000. 
At the time of its sale to Unlever PLC m 2011. Atoerto Ciiver, 
the company that grew from that start througi the tenacity, 
television savvy and entrepreneurial risk taking of Leonard 
Lavin, had sales of $1-5 billion, employed 3,500 people and 
sold its products in over 100 countries.

ThroiJ^out a significant portion of its history, Alberto Culver 
also owned Sail/ Beauty Company, the largest distributor of pro
fessional beauty supplies in the world. Sally was spwnoff as a 
standalone public company in 2006. Prior to the spinoff, Alberto 
Culver had grown Sally, purchased in the late 1960s from less 
than a dozen stores to over 3200. Combined the two companies 
had sales in excess of $3 billion.

Lavin was one of the first entrepreneurs to recognize the im
pact television would have on consumer goods sales. He bou ît 
the initial s*>onsorship in some of television’s pioneering shows 
such as What's My Line? and The Smothers Brothers Show. As 
television advertising evolved, he fought the television networks 
virtually on his own and became the frst advertiser to win the 
right to use his concept: 30-second commercials rather than 
the minute length thart had been the only acceptable standard. 
That victory in 1972 changed the face of television for all adver
tisers, consumers, networks and stations.

Product innovation and acquisition were a key ingredient in 
the company’s success. Lavin expanded the Alberto VOS name 
into major Enes of shampoo, concitioner. and styling products. 
The company portfolio also included hair care lines TRESemme 
and Nexxus, the skin care lines St Ives, Noxzema and Simple, 
and a range of products for women of color including Motions, 
Soft & Beautiful and JUst for Mo. The company developed such 
household names as Mrs. Dash and Static Guard In Its own re
search laboratories.

In 1994, Mr. Lavin turned the management of the company 
over to a second family generation. At that time, he was recog
nized as the oldest entrepreneurial founder of a company to 
have successfuiy initiated and managed such a transition to his 
daughter, Carol Lavin Derrick,

He was honored throw-out his career with many awards 
recognizing his sales and marketing sawy and civic commit
ment He was elected a laureate of llbnocs’ Lincoln Academy, 
the hî iest honor the state can £ve a nativebom resident 
Most recently he was honored with an honorary doctorate from 
San Diego State University. He has regularly lectired and men
tored students at the Lavin Entrepreneurship Center at SDSU 
and at the University of Washington’s Lavin Entrepreneurship 
Program.

Leonard Lavin, with his wife and business partner, Bernice, 
were active members of the Chicago phianthropic community. 
Lavin served on the Northwestern Hospital Board of Directors 
where today the hospital campus is home to the Lavin Family 
PavSon and the Bernice E Lavin Day Care Center.

The Lavins have offered a helping hand to many charitable 
groups and progams throu î the Afcerto Cliver Company giv
ing program and personal fiamiy foundations focused on the 
three areas of most interest to the Lavins - education, health 
care and rehabilitative pro-ams and issues facing women and 
the* families.

The Lavins were successful breeders, trailers and racers of 
thoroughbred horses. In 2001, the* Ocala, Florida-based Glen 
Hill Farm was named Florida Breeder of the Year for the second 
consecutive year. The farm has produced numerous stakes win
ners including the 1994, Breeders’ Cup Distaff winner, his flly 
One Dreamer. Today, Glen Hill Farm is under the direction of 
Craig Bemick, the Lavins’ gandson.

Bernice Lavin passed away in 2007. Mr. Lavin is survived by 
two chadren, Carol Lavin Bemick and Karen Lavin; fow grand
children and their spouses, Craig and Lindsey Bemick, Peter 
and Barbara Bemick, Liz and Dan Huber, Preston Lavin and his 
partner, Tom Fle^en and six great grandchildren; Cora, Alexan
der, Scotty, Edie, Sebastian, and Abby.

A son, Soott, Is deceased.
Salesman, advertiser, builder, innovator, entrepreneur, 

horseman, phlanthroplst and an incredibly caring family man - 
Leonard Lavin brougit distinction to every endeavor he touched.

Services and interment will be private. There will be a pubic 
celebration of Mr. Lavin’s ife on Thursday, August ID, 2017 at 
the Ritz-Cartton, Chicago at 4:00 pm with a cocktail reception 
following. Friends of the family, members of the Alberto family 
and the charitable groups he has touched are welcome. In Seu 
of flowers, please make a contribution to the charity of your 
choice.

WAIKER, ELIZABETH SUE,
Elizabeth Sue Walker, 64, of 
Citra, passed away on TUesday, 
August 1,2017. She was bom 
in Clearwater, FL to Vernon 
»id Elsie Walker. Ubby”, 
“Beth”, or “Liz” as she was 
known was active with the 
Salvation Army in years past 
and helped provide for trans
portation needs of the elderly.

She is survived by her 
brother Arthur Wal<er and wife 
Helen, three nephews, a niece, 
two great nephews, and two 
great nieces.

The funeral will be 
11:00am Tuesday, August 8, 
2017 at Hiers-Baxley Funeral 
Sen/ices in Ocala with a local 
burial to follow.

Arrangements are being 
handled by Hiers-Baxley Fu
neral Services 910 SE Siver 
Springs Bt/d. Ocala, FL 34470 
(352>629-7171, Onine Con
dolences may be expressed at 
wwwii ¡ersrbaxley-co m.

HIERS-BAXLEY
: u n e r a l  S e r v i c e s

View obituaries online at

ocala.com/obits
Serving Our Community 

Matters

For more information: 
call 352.867.4077 

obits^starban ner.com 
or fax 352.351.4021

lbyrnes
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A LOOK AT
GOOGLE’S
GENDER
DEBACLE

Susan Smiley-Height, editor 
susan.smiley-height@ocala.com

CAP class

The Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office Citizens 
Academy and Partnership 
(CAP) program is accept-
ing applications for fall 
classes until Aug. 28. Each 
week focuses on a differ-
ent aspect of the agency. 
Classes will be held 9-11:30 
a.m. Tuesdays beginning 
Sept. 14, at Live Oak Hall, 
Master the Possibilities, 
8415 SW 80th St., Ocala. 
Free, but registration is 
required by calling 854-
3699 or visiting masterthe-
possibilities.com. To learn 
more about the program, 
call 369-6849 or email 
swooster@marionso.com. 

New CF campus event

An open house will be 
held 2-4 p.m. Friday at 
the College of Central 
Florida Jack Wilkinson 
Levy Campus at 15390 N. 
U.S. 19, Chiefland. The 
campus features a student 
center, bookstore, lounge, 
health and wellness area, 
multi-purpose room, a 
multi-discipline science 
lab, classrooms, computer 
labs and faculty offices. 
One hundred scholar-
ships of $500 each will be 
offered to students who 
take six or more credits 
at the new campus when 
classes begin Aug. 21. The 
$30 college application 
fee will be waived for stu-
dents who plan to attend 
the new campus and apply 
for fall 2017. Call 493-
9533 or visit cf.edu/levy.  

Hiring event is Wednesday

Mestizo Foods LLC plans 
to fill 70 to 80 positions as 
it prepares to open a new 
snack food company in the 
former Golden Flake plant 
in Ocala. CareerSource Cit-
rus Levy Marion will facili-
tate a hiring event from 9 
a.m. to noon Wednesday at 
the Webber Center, College 
of Central Florida, 3001 
SW College Road, Ocala.

No appointment is nec-
essary, but attendees are 
urged to save time by 
registering in advance 
through Employ Florida 
at www.employflorida.
com. Candidates can view 
job descriptions and apply 
online at Employ Florida 
prior to the hiring event.

Call 800-746-9950 
or visit www.career-
sourceclm.com.

Membership social

The GFWC Women’s 
Club of Ocala will hold 
their annual Mid-Summer 
Membership Social from 
4:30-6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
at the Ocala Elks Club and 
Lodge, 702 NE 25th Ave., 
Ocala. Members, Little 
Women Juniorettes, and 
prospective members are all 
invited. The Women’s Club 
is dedicated to community 
improvement through vol-
unteer service and is open 
to all women. Refresh-
ments will be served. Call 
629-7397 or 347-3975.

Sock hop fundraiser

A 1950s sock hop fash-
ion show and 2018 All 
About You Angels calendar 
debut will be held Aug. 27 
at the Southeastern Live-
stock Pavilion, 2232 NE 
Jacksonville Road, Ocala. 
Doors open at noon, with 
lunch at 1 p.m. and the 
show/debut at 2 p.m.

The All About You Angels 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) helps 
woman with little or no 
insurance get medical sup-
plies while going through 
breast cancer. The “angels” 
are 12 woman who are 
survivors of breast cancer.

The event will include DJ 
Matt Gray, 50/50 raffles, 
basket drawings and more. 
Tickets are $30; table of 
20 for $250; in advance 
only. Call 401-2771.

COMMUNITY

One hears and 
reads a lot about 
protecting our 

environment, and for-
tunes have been made by 
entrepreneurs who tap into 
the national conscious-
ness on such issues.

Elon Musk, of Tesla elec-
tric car, PayPal and SpaceX 
fame, is one of those guys 
who has his vision firmly 
rooted in the future.

He manufactures electric 
cars, which promise — at 
least on the surface — to 
spare us from whatever 
consequences using too 
much fossil-derived fuel 
will do to the planet. We 
have to save the Earth, as 
some wit put it, because 
it’s the only one with 
chocolate. And while I can 
appreciate the sentiment, 

there are those who are 
seriously concerned about 
society’s gluttonous use of 
oil, and what effects that 
may have on the future 
health of this little Blue 
Earth we all love so dearly 
and which is the only home 
we’ve ever known. (Musk 
has been quoted as saying 
he wants to die on Mars — 
but NOT in a crash landing 
getting there.)

Electric cars have been 
plying our roadways for 
several decades now. 
I remember a school 

teacher at South Sumter 
High School had an early 
example in Bushnell back 
in the 1980s when I worked 
for a time at the Sumter 
County Times. As I recall, 
he was able to squeeze a 
stingy 20 miles out of a 
charge. Today, electric 
cars do much better than 
that. Plugging your car 
into an electrical outlet 
at night while we’re all 
asleep seems like a viable 
and responsible option for 

Charging up new ideas to keep us rolling

Emory Schley

By Katie Pohlman
Staff writer

An Ocala man sentenced to
25 years in prison for a string
of robberies committed in his
teen years was told Wednes-
day that his sentence would
not be reduced.

Jessy Jay Burrows, 27,
accepted a plea deal in 2008
that sentenced him to 25 years
in prison followed by five
years of probation for all the
charges he faced: attempted
armed robbery, dealing in
stolen property, armed bur-
glary of a dwelling, grand theft
and four counts of armed rob-
bery. He was 17 at the time of
his arrest, but the State Attor-
ney’s Office decided to charge
him as an adult based on the
seriousness of the crimes.

Fifth Circuit Judge Wil-
lard Pope ruled Wednesday

State, defense 
disagree on 
meaning of 
‘resentencing’

Attorney for ‘Hooded 
Bandit’ Jessy Jay 
Burrows will appeal 
court ruling

Unbridled Hope

TOP: Brenda Corujo-Orraca 
gives volunteer Karen 
Holmberg a high-fi ve 
Wednesday during the Open 
House to present the fi rst fall 
session of Equine Assisted 
Therapies with Unbridled 
Hope Therapeutic Riding at 
the Heart of Florida Youth 
Ranch in Citra,. “We want 
them (the kids) to learn the 
ride, learn to gain some trust 
and to have another way to 
deal with all the problems 
they have and to learn a lot 
of life skills,” Corujo-Orraca, 
an instructor, said. The 
program will service the foster 
kids. Corujo-Orraca and her 
assistant Jenna Rovira, already 
held a summer session with 
25 children over a six-week 
period. The organization, 
which kicked off eight months 
ago, has fi ve horses on 
campus. Lenka Corujo rides 
one of the horses Chili.  [STAFF 

PHOTOS BY DOUG ENGLE]

CENTER: Zaillin Rovira, 17, 
brushes Buddy, a 15-year-old 
Tennessee Walker during 
the open house Wednesday 
afternoon. 

BOTTOM: Jenna Rovira, left, 
shares some of her experiences 
with volunteer Cathy Hennigan, 
center and possible volunteer 
Sandra Vann, right.

See BURROWS,  B4

See BITS,  B4

By Austin L. Miller
Staff writer

OCALA — A Silver Springs 
man already in custody 
on unrelated charges was 
re-arrested and charged 
Wednesday with shooting a 
man to death last month.

I n  J u l y ,  M o h a m m a d 
H. Barak, 41, known as 
“Wheels,” was found dead 
inside a home in the 10400 
block of Southwest 45th 
Avenue in the neighborhood 
known as Sun Valley. Detec-
tives named Charles James 
Willoughby, 32, as a suspect 
and, on Wednesday, charged 
him with the homicide.

“I want to 
thank Detec-
tive Bradley 
Bartlett, the 
m e n  a n d 
w o m e n  o f 
t h e  M a j o r 
Crimes Unit 

and prosecutors at the State 
Attorney’s Office for their 
hard work and countless 
hours spent investigating 
this case,” said Lt. Claude 
McQuaig, a Major Crimes 
Unit supervisor.

Bartlett said that on July 
6, deputies were dispatched 
to a home in reference to 
a suspicious death. When 
they arrived, they found 

Barak dead with two gun-
shot wounds to his body. An 
autopsy later revealed that 
Barak was shot in the back 
of the head and back.

From his investigation, 
Bartlett learned that two 
safes had been stolen from 
the home. One of the safes, 
owned by the victim, was 
taken from Barak’s bath-
room. The detective was 
told that the victim kept 
large amounts of cash and 
drugs in the safe, according 
to officials.

Detectives obtained a 
search warrant and found 
multiple surveillance cam-
eras inside and outside the 

house. Officials said video
footage showed Willoughby
leaving the home and going
to his car, where he opened
the passenger’s side door.
The video showed him wear-
ing sandals, a red shirt and
shorts. A few minutes later,
Willoughby placed a safe
in the vehicle, according to
officials.

He left and returned to the
home. While going back and
forth into the home, Wil-
loughby was seen carrying
two safes, officials reported.
They said the safes were
placed in the car, a black

Man charged in July murder
Charles Willoughby of Silver Springs is accused of  murdering Mohammad H. Barak on July 6

Willoughby

See MURDER,  B4
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TRADE 
DEFICITS: 
SIGNS OF 
WEAKNESS OR 
STRENGTH?

Susan Smiley-Height, editor 
susan.smiley-height@ocala.com

Back to school

A Back to School “Part-
ner Round-Up” will be 
held 11 a.m.-1 p.m. today 
at the Deer Run Com-
munity, 3038 NE Fourth 
Court, Ocala. The Title 
1 sponsored event will 
include food and drinks, 
school supplies, hair cuts 
for boys, manicures for 
girls, books, Parent Portal 
training and registration, 
a bounce house and face 
painting. The event is 
hosted by Oakcrest Ele-
mentary and the Ocala 
Housing Authority. Free.

Council to meet

The Liberation Ocala 
African American Coun-
cil, Inc. will meet at 9 
a.m. to noon today at the 
Howard Academy Com-
munity Center Cafeteria, 
307 N.W. 7th Ave., Ocala. 
All community orga-
nizations and leaders 
countywide are invited 
to attend and become 
involved with education, 
economic development, 
civic engagement, com-
munity development and 
youth development. Call 
875-5071.

Veterans yoga

An “Integrative Relation 
for Veterans” workshop 
will be offered 10 a.m.-
noon Monday at the Salt 
Springs Community 
Center, 14691 NE 250th 
Ave., Salt Springs. Guided 
meditation for reducing 
stress and PTSD, suit-
able for all ages regardless 
of disability. Hosted by 
Amrit Yoga; led by veteran 
Jeff Thomlinson. Refresh-
ments provided. Free. Call 
685-3001, ext. 602.

Financial seminar

A financial planning 
seminar will begin at 2:30 
p.m. Wednesday at the 
Windsor of Ocala, 2650 
SE 18th Ave., Ocala. Free. 
Call 873-8000 or visit leg-
endseniorliving.com. 

Open house

An artist reception and 
open house will be held 
5-7 p.m. Aug. 11 at Gallery 
East Art Center, 11761 SE 
U.S. 441, Almeida Plaza, 
Belleview. Guest artist is 
sculptor and woodcarver 
Tom Kinney. Will include 
wines, cheese and draw-
ings. Free. Call 245-2781 
or visit galleryeast.org. 

Hiring event Aug. 16

Mestizo Foods LLC 
plans to fill 70 to 80 posi-
tions as it prepares to open 
a new snack food company 
in the former Golden Flake 
plant in Ocala. Jobs range 
from production line 
and facilities to skilled 
machine operators and 
accounting.

CareerSource Citrus 
Levy Marion will hold a 
hiring event 9 a.m. to noon 
Aug. 16 at the Webber 
Center on the campus 
of the College of Central 
Florida, 3001 SW College 
Road, Ocala. It will include 
candidate pre-screening 
and ability to apply.

Attendees are urged 
to register in advance 
at www.employflorida.
com. Candidates can 
view job descriptions 
there and apply. Call 800-
746-9950 or visit www.
careersourceclm.com.

Call to artists

The Rainbow Springs 
Fine Arts Association has 
issued a call to artists for 
a festival on Nov. 18 in 
the Historic Village area 
of Dunnellon. All original 
work in mediums such 
as paint, pottery, glass, 
fabric, photography and 
more, will be considered. 
Call 445-8547.

COMMUNITY

I had been keeping my 
eye on a little sign I used 
to drive by occasion-

ally. All it said was “Rural 
King,” which really didn’t 
tell me much because I had 
never heard of it before.

But Rural King is now 
open for business, and 
Dearly Beloved and I 
recently paid it a visit. We 
generally don’t even go 
into a new place of busi-
ness until it’s been open 
for at least a month, even 

longer for restaurants. 
We want them to get their 
act together and work 
out all the bugs before 
we go. Our “guinea-pig-
service” days are long 
behind us, hopefully.

We found the employ-
ees at Rural King to be 
exceptionally nice without 
being pushy, AND they 
serve one of my favorite 
foods — fresh popcorn– 
just a few feet from the 
entrance. The popcorn 
is FREE and I heard there 
was free coffee, too, but 
the popcorn always wins 
my undivided attention.

The place is pretty spa-
cious, with a generous 
inventory of all sorts of 
neat stuff for rural folks. 
If you’re looking for boots 

(think cowboy-style) or 
hats, or sporting equip-
ment this is your kind of 
place. They have envious 
assortments of hardware, 
tools, horse industry stuff 
and pet supplies. farm 
implements, filters, live 
chickens and rabbits. 
There’s even a section of 
grocery items. It takes 
quite an effort for us old 
folks to cover the entire 
place, but it was defi-
nitely worth the trip. The 
prices I checked seemed 
quite reasonable com-
pared to what I’ve seen 
in some other places.

It’s just off U.S. 
27, several minutes 
or so east of I-75. 

Rural King: From popcorn 
to tools to live chickens

Emory Schley

By Katie Pohlman 
Staff writer

On its fourth attempt, James 
Edward Bannister’s defense 
team finally got the continu-
ance it wanted.

Fifth Circuit Court Judge 
Willard Pope granted defense 
attorney Terry Lenamon’s 
fourth motion to continue 
the trial on Friday. Instead 
of beginning in the middle of 
August, jury selection for Ban-
nister’s trial will now begin Oct. 

23. Pope said 
the trial should 
b e  d o n e  b y 
Thanksgiving.

“ I  d o n ’ t 
want to do it, 
but I can move 
my calendar 

around,” Pope said.
Pope denied Lenamon and 

co-counsel Tania Alavi’s first 
three motions for continu-
ance, wanting to keep the trial 
on schedule.

Saturday marks the sixth 
anniversary of the murders of 
Bridget Gray, 52, Jocalyn Gray, 
27, CorDarrian Hill, 8, and Cor-
Darica Hill, 6.

“I know the family would 
object to the continuance,” 
said Assistant State Attorney 
Robin Arnold, the prosecutor 
in this case.

Members of the family have 
sat in on many court proceed-
ings but were not present 
Friday.

Bannister allegedly shot and 
killed the two women and two 
children and then set on fire the 
house where their bodies were 
found. Bannister was dating 
Jocalyn Gray at the time and 
they had a child together. The 
Hill children were living with 
Bridget Gray, who was engaged 
to their father, Willie Hill.

Bannister is charged with
four counts of first-degree
murder and the state is seeking
the death penalty against him.

The defense’s first two
motions to continue claimed
the team did not have sufficient
time to prepare for the trial. 

Lenamon, in arguing the
second motion Wednesday,
said the team has “expedited
(their efforts) to the extent we
can.”

“I cannot honestly say we are
completely ready for the trial,”
Lenamon said.

Arnold’s response to every

Quadruple murder trial 
pushed to October
Defense fi les notice 
of potential alibi 
for James Bannister

Bannister 

By Austin L. Miller
Staff writer

OCALA — A day after a 
teenager was killed in a sin-
gle-vehicle crash that injured 
three others in northeast 
Ocala, her teachers remem-
bered her as a hard worker 
who was full of life, loved 
others, and was a well-
rounded student.

Emily Wilson, an English 
teacher at West Port High 
School, told the Star-Banner 
on Friday that Destiny Tyler 
took the 10th grade honors 
English course last school year, 
even though the 15-year-old 
was still in ninth grade.

Wilson said the teen was 
kind, always had a smile on 
her face, and worked well with 
everyone.

“She was a great writer,” 
Wilson said, wiping away 

Teachers 
mourn 
fallen 
West Port 
student
‘She was on track 
to do amazing 
things in her life.’

Destiny Tyler [PHOTO COURTESY 

MARION COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS]

By Andy Fillmore 
Correspondent

MARION COUNTY - If 
you find it hard to curl up 
with an electronic reading 
device, the Friends of the 
Library used book stores and 
lobby sales may be just the 
thing for you.

“People still want to hold 
books,” said Rachel Johns, 
a volunteer at The Book 
Market, a used book store 

Best sellers

Tom Dann, president of the Friends of the Belleview Public Library, points out the chimney and 
original roofl ine still visible after the former library building was expanded years ago. The building 
on Southeast Earp Road in Belleview now houses the Friends-run Book Nook. The venue, built in 1908, 
also contains a museum. [BRUCE ACKERMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER] 

Volunteer groups 
operate book stores to 
support local libraries

Tom Dann looks over books for sale at the Friends-run Book Nook 
in the old Belleview Library on Southeast Earp Road. The used 
book store and museum is open Thursdays through Saturdays. 
[BRUCE ACKERMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER]
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